I 


n 

State Ready 
To Close in 
Dahmer Case 

HATTIESBURG, Miss. (AP) 
—The state was expected to call 
its final witness today in the 
trial of James F. Lyons, 35, of 
Laurel, charged with murder in 
connection with the firebomb 
death of Negro leader Vernon 
Dahmer. 

A witness for the state testi- 
fied yesterday that he accom- 
panied Lyons and six other 
Jones County Ku Klux Klans- 
men when the home and store 
of Dahmer were destroyed. 
Dahmer sustained fatal burns 
in the January, 1966 raid. 

Billy Roy Pitts, the state’s 
chief witness in a series of trials 
in the Dahmer case, has plead- 
ed guilty to both murder and 
arson charges and faces a life 
sentence for his part in the raid. 

Pitts, and another former 
Klansman, T. W. Rogen^ both 
testified in- 

volved in secret preparations 
before Dahmer’s death and that 
he had attended a meeting fol- 
lowing the night raid when the 
results of the firebombing were 
discussed. 

Testifying as Lyons’ part in 
the raid, Pitts said Lyons was 
one of four Klan members as- 
signed to destroy the store. 
Pitts said he and another three 
Klansmen were to burn the 
house and kill Dahmer if pos- 
sible. 

Three previous trials concern- 
ing the death of the Negro lead- 
er have ended in convictions 
while another three were mis- 
trials. 
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